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Eden District Council 
 
Executive Minutes 
 
Date: 7 October 2021  Venue: Council Chamber, Town Hall, 
Penrith  Time: 6.00 pm 
 
Present: 
 

Chairman: Councillor V Taylor 

Vice Chairman: Councillor M Robinson 

Councillors: J Derbyshire 
K Greenwood 
M Rudhall 

L Sharp 
M Tonkin 

Officers Present: Les Clark, Deputy Chief Executive 
Lisa Tremble, Assistant Director Legal and Democratic 
Services 
Marianne Bastille, Assistant Director Finance & HR 
Ian Frost, Interim Chief Executive 

Democratic Services Officer: Lewis Powell 

 

E/35/10/21 Apologies for Absence  
 
No apologies for absence were received.  
 

E/36/10/21 Minutes  
 
The Leader referenced minute number E/26/09/21 and requested that the following 
amendment be made to the minute in order to better reflect the answer given to the 
supplementary question:  
 
“The Leader responded as follows: 
  
The statement about PEN 3 - the answer I have already given really applies equally to the 
supplementary question which is that I am not seeking to enforce the Local Plan as 
suggested” 
  
Proposed by Councillor Taylor 
Seconded by Councillor Derbyshire 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes E/23/09/21 to E/34/09/21 of the meeting of the Executive held 
on 14 September 2021 be confirmed and approved by the Chairman as a correct record of 
proceedings, subject to the amendment above.  
 

E/37/10/21 Declarations of Interest  
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No declarations of interest were made.  
 

E/38/10/21 Questions and Representations from the Public  
 
Mr Jonathan Davies asked the following question: 
 
On the 4th of May 2021, I request via a freedom of information request to Eden Council 
details and a copy of the report commissioned by Eden council using one public estate 
funding into the Newton Rigg collage estate and the future usage of the site conducted in 
2019 and details of how and who authorised the report to be conducted at Eden council. 
 
On the 15th of September 2021, I received a letter from Eden council confirmed that Eden 
District Council holds the information relating to the request I made.  
Eden Council also confirmed that the report was authorised by a strategic advisor for the 
Council however the council do not do not have any details of the authorisation process. 
Despite the report paid for by public money into the Newton Rigg site by Eden council the 
council has refused to disclose the report saying the report was never intended to be in the 
public domain and that the he report is commercially confidential. The council has also 
refused to disclose any part the council had in the closure and sale of Newton Rigg 
announced weeks after the report was completed in the usage of the land at Newton Rigg 
as commissioned and paid for by Eden council. 
 
Can the leader please explain why despite Newton Rigg now been closed and sold the 
council still refuses to make public the report and the councils part in the closure of Newton 
Rigg this report commissioned by Eden council played in those events. 
 
The Leader responded as follows: 
 
The report was commissioned in an attempt to support Askham Bryan College in developing 
a plan to make Newton Rigg college viable. Askham Bryan decided not to take this forward 
and instead took steps to close the college.  As the report relates to Askham Bryan 
College’s activities it is not appropriate for this document to be released by the Council.  The 
Council played no part in the decision to close Newton Rigg; indeed we, with others, made 
every effort to persuade Askham Bryan not to do so. 
 
Mr Jonathan Davies asked the following supplementary question: 
 
I thank the leader for that reply, it will come as no surprise to the leader of the council that I 
have seen the contents of the report, and the land usage outlined in the report. It was 
evident from the report suggestion for the land usage of Newton Rigg campus that there 
was more value to Askham Bryan to selling the development land than retaining for 
education. It is also evident that the report closely mirrors plans put forward in 2018 that link 
back to the Penrith masterplan and the opposition to the proposed strategic masterplan for 
Penrith by members of this administration, with support of the founder of the Keeping 
Penrith Special group. While the opposition of the proposed plan was focusing everyone’s 
attention up the hill of the Beacon, a slight of hand trick was taking place behind everyone’s 
back in the closed group meetings where it was proposed to build a road across open green 
space through rural villages to the south of Penrith, the use of Newton Rigg site as a 
location for a major housing and industrial development.  
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This administration came into office in 2019 supporting, and with the support of the Keeping 
Penrith Special group’s aims to scrap Penrith’s Strategic Masterplan, that the executive 
actioned shortly after taking charge of Eden Council. Shortly after the masterplan was 
abandoned, despite the ongoing need for housing in the area, and the now random 
developments taking place with no wider infrastructure delivery. This administration 
commissioned a report into the Newton Rigg campus land usage, linked to alternative 
masterplan proposals from Keeping Penrith Special founder in 2018,2019. 
 
The report outlined the usage of the land scale council development and big box industrial 
usage, with a single building suggested for education usage, we know that shortly after the 
report was concluded Askham Bryan made the announcement of the closure of the campus 
and the disposal of the site. The report obviously highlighted the cash asset value of the 
development and was the catalyst for this action. Given the failure to deliver any masterplan 
for the area, and acting as the catalyst for the closure of Newton Rigg, there’s a longlist of 
failures for the administration compounded by the council now hiring its third CEO in two 
years, paying more than the PM, and the ongoing failures of the Voreda House project that 
will see the Executive tonight progress more expenditure.  
 
My question is does the Leader agree that it is time to draw a line under the failures of this 
administration, under her leadership, and do the right thing for the people of Penrith, the 
people of Eden, and the communities in it and resign? 
 
The Leader responded as follows: 
 
I don’t think I need a written answer to say I have no intention of resigning, this is a 
successful administration. Thank you.  
 

E/39/10/21 Questions and Representations from Members  
 
No questions or representations were received from members under Rule 5 of the 
Executive Procedure Rules of the Constitution. 
 

E/40/10/21 Single Site Programme Delivery of Voreda House  
 
Members considered report no: CE12-21 of the Deputy Chief Executive which sought to 
provide an overarching project update and set out options to consider for the delivery of the 
scheme.  
 
Proposed by Councillor Greenwood 
Seconded by Councillor Rudhall  
 
and RESOLVED that Executive: 
 
1. Authorises the extension of the current procurement process, to include a negotiated 

process; and  
 

2. Delegates authority to the Deputy Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader and 
Portfolio Holder for Resources to appoint the contractor subject to the variation of the 
capital programme specified in 2.1.3.  
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3. Recommends Council approve the variation of the capital programme for Voreda 
House. 

 
Other Options Considered: The options are outlined in section 4.7. 
 
Reasons for the Decision/ Recommendation: To deliver the vision for Voreda House 
project as a low carbon, fit for purpose public service hub for residents of Eden, the 
rationale for which has been strengthen by the outcome of LGR. 
 

E/41/10/21 Any Other Items which the Chairman decides are urgent  
 
There were no other items which the Chairman felt were urgent. 
 

E/42/10/21 Date of Next Scheduled Meeting  
 
The date of the next scheduled meeting was confirmed as 19 October 2021 
 
 

The meeting closed at 6.27 pm 
 
 
 

………………………………………………………………………… 
 


